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THE DESIGN FOR THE 
WORLD’S LARGEST 
TAPESTRY: 
“CHRIST IN GLORY,” 
BY GRAHAM 
SUTHERLAND, 
NOW BEING WOVEN 
FOR COVENTRY 
CATHEDRAL. 


i ie is the design by Mr. Graham 

Sutherland for the huge tapes- 
try—the biggest in the world— 
which is to hang behind the High 
Altar of the new Coventry Cathedral 
and to take the place of reredos and 
east window. When completed it 
will be 74 ft. 8 ins. high by 38 ft. 
wide. The subject as well as the 
manner is Byzantine, and seems to 
derive in part from the great mosaics 
of the Eastern Church. It shows 
‘Christ in Glory,’’ with ‘‘ man, 
proud man ”’ between his feet; and 
below, in chilling grey and black, 
‘‘Christ Crucified.’’ Beside the 
central panel are smaller panels of 
those beasts mentioned in Revela- 
tions (4, vi-viii)—‘‘. . . and round 
about the throne were four beasts 
full of eyes before and behind. And 
the first beast was like a lion, and 
the second beast like a calf, and the 
third beast had a face as a man, 
and the fourth beast was like a 
flying eagle. And the four beasts 
had each of them six wings about 
him; and they were full of eyes 
within: and they rest not day and 
night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God Almighty, which was, and is, 
and is to come.’’ The tapestry is 
to cost something in the region of 
£20,000, all of which is being pro- 
vided by an anonymous donor, and 
is likely to take from two and a half 
to three years to complete. It is 
being woven at Aubusson by the 
firm of Pinton Fréres by ten work- 
people and a ‘‘Chef’’ under the 
direction of Mme. Marie Cutolli. 
Mme. Cutolli is regarded as one of 
the greatest authorities in the world 
on this subject, if not the greatest. 
It was she who perhaps was chiefly 
responsible for the great modern 
revival of the French tapestry indus- 
try; and aroused in it the interest 
of such famous modern artists as 
Rouault, Braque, Cocteau, Derain, 
Dufy, Leger, Lurcat, Matisse, Miro 
and Picasso—many of whose designs 
in tapestry will perhaps be remem- 
bered in this country from the great 
French tapestry exhibition at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, shortly 
after the war. The great Coventry 
tapestry is being woven on a 12- 
metre loom, which has been specially 

built for the purpose. 
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STRANGE FAUNA. 





NEAR ACADEMY BAY, SANTA CRUZ (INDEFATIGABLE): A DRIED-UP LAGOON AND BEHIND IT 
AN OAK FOREST. VERY LITTLE RAIN FALLS NEAR THE SEA, WHERE THE VEGETATION IS 


SEMI-DESERT AND CONSISTS CHIEFLY OF CACTI AND THORN TREES. 





A SPECIES FOUND ONLY IN THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS: THE LITTLE HERON, WHICH FISHES IN 
TIDAL WATERS AND IN ROCK POOLS. THERE ARE SEVERAL OTHER SPECIES OF HERON FOUND 
ON THE ISLANDS AND PROTECTION FOR ALL IS BEING SOUGHT 


WITH THE OTHER BIRDS, IN NEED OF PROTECTION. 





FOUND ON ALL THE ISLANDS, BUT A SPECIES PECULIAR TO THE GALAPAGOS: A MOCKING BIRD, 
WHICH WAS SO TAME THAT IT PERCHED ON THE CAMERA LENS. OTHERS HAVE BEEN 


KNOWN TO UNTIE VISITORS’ SHOELACES IN A SPIRIT OF MISCHIEF. 





ALBEMARLE): A FLIGHTLESS CORMORANT WHICH HAS 
IS THE LARGEST OF ALL THE CORMORANT SPECIES 


ON THE 
ONLY 





In this year of the Darwin centenary, the Galapagos Islands have been much 
in the news. This fascinating archipelago, consisting of twelve large and 
several hundred small islands, is situated in the Pacific, some 600 miles off 
the coast of Ecuador, to which country they belong. The observations which 
Darwin made when he visited the islands in the course of his voyage in the 
survey ship Beagle did more than anything else to convince him of the fact of 
evolution, and as early as 1837 he noted that these observations during his 
study of plants and animals on the Galapagos were ‘‘ the origin of all my 
views.’’ The name of the islands is derived from the Spanish galdpago, a 
tortoise, and refers to the giant forms for which the islands are famous. 

teresting scientifically, the flora and fauna of the islands have 


Although so in ng s 





RECORDING THE CALL OF AN ALBATROSS: DR. PER HOST, A MEMBER OF THE 1953 
NORWEGIAN ARCH-ZOLOGICAL EXPEDITION TO THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS. 


been menaced by the settlers as well as by visitors and by alien animals. 
Many species of animals, peculiar to the islands, are now on the verge of 
extinction or threatened with extinction. Laws passed by the Government 
of Ecuador have been difficult to enforce and the need for an international 
biological station on the Galapagos was urged at a meeting of the Inter- 
national Congress of Zoology in London in July. This station, in the estab- 
lishment of which the Government of Ecuador is willing to co-operate, would 
serve as a memorial to Darwin’s work. It would make possible the study 
of the plants and animals, not least the very rich marine fauna, and make 
more possible the enforcement of protective laws, first by the presence of 


scientists at the station and, secondly, by focusing international opinion on 
[Continued opposite. 


PECULIAR TO THE ISLANDS : GALAPAGOS PIGEONS, WHICH WERE KILLED FOR FOOD 
BY EARLY SETTLERS, BUT ARE HAPPILY STILL ABUNDANT ALTHOUGH, IN COMMON 
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ON THE ISLANDS THAT INFLUENCED DARWIN: THE GALAPAGOS. 
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THE ONLY GENUS OF LANDSNAKE FOUND ON THE ISLANDS AND PECULIAR TO THEM : A REP- 
TILE WHICH IS NON-POISONOUS, 3 TO 4 FT. LONG, AND FEEDS ON A CERTAIN GRASSHOPPER 
AND ALSO ON SMALL LIZARDS. 


IN THE HILLS ON SANTA CRUZ (INDEFATIGABLE) : A NORWEGIAN SETTLER WHO ARRIVED ON THE 
ISLANDS AS A BOY. IN THE BACKGROUND ARE WILD DONKEYS WHOSE ANCESTORS WERE FIRST 4 — Lor 
TAKEN TO THE ISLANDS BY BUCCANEERS. Ag A 


SLOUGHING ITS SKIN: A LAND IGUANA, A HARMLESS LIZARD WHICH IS AMONG THE 
ENDANGERED REPTILES. IT IS STILL ABUNDANT IN A FEW PLACES BUT HAS DISAPPEARED 
FROM SOME OF THE ISLANDS. 


NUMEROUS IN CERTAIN PLACES THROUGHOUT THE ARCHIPELAGO: A MARINE IGUANA WHICH 
FEEDS ON SEAWEEDS AND USES ITS CLAWED TOES TO SCRAMBLE ASHORE. IN COMBAT, IGUANAS 
CHARGE EACH OTHER WITH THEIR ARMOURED PROWS. 


A TURTLE CAUGHT AND PULLED ASHORE AT SANTA CRUZ (INDEFATIGABLE 
FUTURE IS THREATENED BY THOSE WHO TAKE THEIR EGGS 


THEIR 


is the large proportion of forms peculiar to the islands. Among the strange 
creatures are the flightless cormorants found on Isabella (Albemarle), which 


XOW EXTREMELY NUMEROUS ON SEVERAL OF THE ISLANDS : A GOAT WHOSE ANCESTORS WERE have only rudimentary wings; the marine iguanas, the world’s only 


BROUGHT TO THE GALAPAGOS BY AN AMERICAN, CAPTAIN PORTER, EARLY LAST CENTURY. 
Continued.] 

the need for enforcing the laws. On these pages we show some of the fas- 
cinating animals of the Galapagos in a series of colour photographs which 
were taken by the Norwegian zoologist and cameraman, Dr. Per Host, during 
a 1953 expedition to the islands which was organised and led by the celebrated 
Norwegian explorer and author, Dr. Thor Heyerdahl (of Kon-Tiki fame), 
with the object of searching for traces of pre-European visits by South American 
Indians. This expedition succeeded in uncovering four different occupation 
sites left by pre-European Indians on three different islands in the group. 
One of the many extraordinary features of the Galapagos Islands is the 
fearlessness of the animals towards man, all being astonishingly tame 
and approachable. Another remarkable fact about the Galapagos fauna 


marine lizards; and the land iguanas, now on the list of endangered 

reptiles, which were once abundant on Santiago (James), but no expedition 
has found a living specimen there since Darwin. These odd-looking 
animals are now confined to only a few of the islands. Birds have 
apparently not suffered so much from persecution by man as the reptiles, 
and the famous Darwin finches, which show such amazing variation, 
are still numerous. Of the endemic reptiles the giant tortoises have 
suffered most and they are already rare on most of the islands where they 
once used to be abundant, but only on Santa Fe (Barrington) and Floreana 
(Charles) are they reported as being extinct. Sea-lions are still mumerous 
except in the vicinity of settlements where they are hunted ruthlessly. 
The introduced domestic animals are a constant threat to the fauna and 
flora. (Colour photographs by Dr. Per H¢st.) 
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BRILLIANT NATIONAL COSTUMES OF NORTH PORTUGAL: 
SCENES FROM THE ROMARIA OF VIANA DO CASTELO. 


YORTUGAL is a great 
country for festas and 
romarias (pilgrimages); and 
generally the two are com- 
bined. Many are famous, but 
none is so famous or so 
popular as the three-day 
festival of Our Lady of the 
Agony, at Viana do Castelo, 
in the Minho, which falls 
every year in the middle of 
August. Itisan outstanding 
occasion, for this district is 
noted for the richest and 
most colourful of women’s 
costume in all Portugal. 
Every village has its dis- 
tinguishing feature ; and 
the costumes fall into two 
classes, working dress and 
gala dress. The latter is 
extremely rich and is worn 
with masses of gold trinkets 
and necklaces of gold coins. 
The festival includes a bull- 
fight, a fair, a great fire- 
works display on the river 
and a costume parade of oS ot iat 
some 1500 girls, led by the , : 
mordomas carrying candles, -_ , 2 — 
AT THE ROMARIA OF VIANA DO CASTELO: A GIRL FROM PERRE ADMIRES' and the procession of pil- A BRIDE AND BRIDEGROOM IN THE TYPICAL COSTUME 
THE GREEN DRESS OF A GIRL FROM GERAZ DO LIMA, A REGION FAMOUS _ grims to the Chapel of Our OF THE MINHO. THE BRIDE AND THE MORDOMA 
FOR ITS ‘‘GREEN’’ WINE. Lady of the Agony. ALWAYS WEAR BLACK EMBROIDERED WITH SEQUINS. 


THE GREAT PARADE OF THE FESTA, WITH TWO MORDOMAS—SPECIALLY CHOSEN GIRLS IN THE RELIGIOUS PROCESSION—IN SEQUIN-EMBROIDERED 
BLACK DRESSES, WEARING GOLD NECKLACES OF GREAT VALUE AND CARRYING DECORATED VOTIVE CANDLES WHILE LEADING SOME 1500 GIRLS. 


THESE ARE TWO GIRLS FROM THE VILLAGE OF PERRE, WHO ALWAYS THE BEAUTIFUL STOCKINGS OF THE WOMEN OF THE MINHO. ON THE 
WEAR A BLACK BORDERED SKIRT AND A RED APRON IN WHICH LARGE RIGHT THOSE OF A MORDOMA, ON THE LEFT THE PIUCA, WHICH 
YELLOW FLOWERS PREDOMINATE. PROTECTS THE ANKLE FROM DAMP GRASS. 


Colour photographs by Senhor Carlos de Azevedo. 





